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Local Plan of the Rice Straw Waste Management in the municipality of Valencia 

Responsible 
partner/s: 

Valencia City Council 

Deliverable*: Action C.5. 

Development: It consisted of preparing a Rice Straw Management Plan for the municipality of Valencia, which 
identifies, describes, prioritizes and systematizes in a single document the different forms of 
rice straw management that already exist, the operations necessary to carry them out, its 
context of application or its impact, positive or negative, in the context of Albufera, among 
other variables. 

This document is therefore proposed as a guide that describes the context and current 
situation of this agricultural by-product and includes 'good practices in the management of rice 
straw' that can also be extrapolated to other national and international rice regions, from an 
environmental, social and economic perspective for its management in the municipality of 
Valencia, as well as being able to extrapolate them to other municipalities of the Albufera 
Natural Park or other territories. 

Results 
obtained: 

In order for the proposed management plan to be able to take place, it is key that there be a 
rethinking of the agri-environmental measures of the Rural Development Program (RDP) for 
the new period, towards measures that effectively meet the proposed agri-environmental 
objectives, something evidenced throughout the diagnosis by different sectors. 

Something key is that the current RDP does not contemplate an economic valuation 
differentiated by zones. The recommendations on straw management measures made in this 
plan mainly address the differences in areas - high and low - and their determining factors, so 
that they have a path, it is necessary that there be fair compensation for farmers to choose 
these practices before other more economical, but less recommendable, such as burning. To 
consider the complexity of the territory and take into account this range of different measures 
of straw management according to annual constraints, good management and coordination, 
both supra-municipal and local, is essential. Next page > 

 
Image 1. Diagram of the municipal-supra-municipal coordination structure. 



 The Conselleria Rice Straw Management Plan, launched since 2018, already refers to this need, 
and proposes the figure of a technical person who coordinates the entire process. However, for 
this supra-municipal structure to function, the existence of a municipal structure that ensures 
the participation and collaboration of local people directly involved in the operation of the 
paddy field, together with the local administration, especially with the Municipal Agrarian 
Council, is also key. In order to be able to plan and organize the municipality's rice straw 
management annually, and to establish coordination mechanisms with higher management 
structures. This Local Plan of the Rice Straw waste management has already been approved 
and published. 

* Available on this website. 

 


